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Feb. 16: At a press conference in Washington, Elliot Richardson, UN Secretary General Javier
Perez de Cuellar's personal representative for the UN's election observer mission in Nicaragua
(ONUVEN), said, "We do not see any realistic basis" for concluding the Feb. 25 elections will not
be fair due to flaws in the electoral process. He added that necessary systems were in place to
detect any irregularities or fraud. Next, Richardson said that he did not believe the Nicaraguan
government's refusal to grant visas to a group of US congresspersons appointed by President
Bush made it difficult for the US to judge the fairness of the elections. In fact, he said, such an
attitude by Washington "reflects a remarkable lack of confidence in the Organization of American
States, the United Nations, President Jimmy Carter, and myself." Richardson stated that it was not
surprising Bush's delegation was denied entry because the US government has been trying for 10
years to overthrow the Nicaraguan government. However, Richardson added, had the US followed
accepted channels to have an election observer delegation accepted, as other foreign governments
have done, the US delegation would have been welcomed and duly accredited. Feb. 19: At a press
conference in Managua, Iqbal Risa, head of the UN election observer mission (ONUVEN) on-site
in Nicaragua, said ONUVEN's evaluation of the electoral process "is positive." In principle, he
added, if the preparation process for elections has been positive, "the results must be acceptable."
Riza stated that based on the mission's work since August 1989, "the possibility of fraud exists in
isolated cases." In any event, he said, the presence of poll watchers from opposition parties, foreign
observers and representatives of the Supreme Electoral Council (SEC), fraud going undetected is
simply impossible. Riza said ONUVEN teams will visit 70 to 80% of the 4,400 voting stations next
Sunday. ONUVEN has been able to confirm that 2% to 3% of all complaints of intimidation most
by opposition militants or sympathizers were serious, said Riza. Riza said ONUVEN members do
not foresee serious threats of violence during the voting next Sunday: "Over the last two weeks
we had been rather worried about possible violence. Over the last few days the tone has been
lowered, and we are noticing a willingness by each party to avoid violence." Feb. 20: Upon arriving
in Managua, Richardson told reporters that complaints and denunciations about irregularities in the
electoral process have been addressed and if not totally resolved, their impact at the least has been
reduced. Richardson said most of the 200 UN observers on hand for Sunday's activities would leave
Nicaragua soon thereafter. A small group of observers, he added, is scheduled to remain until the
installation of newly elected officials on April 25. About 1.7 million Nicaraguans have registered to
vote in the elections for president and vice president, National Assembly, 144 municipal councils
and two regional councils. [Basic data from Nicaragua Network, 02/17/90 (Washington, DC);
Notimex, 02/19/90, 02/20/90]
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